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HE Information you defire con- 
cerning the preſent State of 


Diſſenters, I am willing to give 
you as far as I am able; and 1 


chools' to do it in this pnblick Way, partly 
to ſatisfy the Inquiſitive, and partly to ſilence 


the Seornful and Inviduous. 1 ſhall be glad 
if the following Paper may ſerve to ſet Mat- 
ters in a true Light, to cool the Paſſions of 
contending Brethren, to abate any irregulac 
Zeal, and to re-inflame the Hearts of Mini- 
ſters and Chriſtians with Love to one ano- 
ther. I am however willing to deliver my 
own Soul, and to ſay that in the moſt pubs 
lick Manner I can, which I have made Con» 
_ of ſaying more privately, as Occaſion - 
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Things among the Proteſtant 
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requir'd, ever ſince the preſent Controverſy 
begun among Us. 


1 * — 


eln 


'INzzd not cell a Man who knows. Us ſo 
well,” That the Proteſtant Diſſenters are a 
Sober, Grave, Judicious People; That they 
are Tn and Subſtantial, Diligent and 
Induſtrious, peaceable and Inoffenſive. As 
to their Political Character, tis preſum'd 
every one knows them to be hearty Friends 
to the Preſent Gaixnuexrt, and truly con- 
cern d for the Liberty, Peace, and Proſperity 
of their Country. There is not a” fingle 
Man among them, that I know of, whoſe 
Heart does not burn with a Love to King 
Gso kor, with Zeal for his Famizy, and 
with Indignation againſt His, and the Na- 
tion's Enemies: And if any Occaſion has 
been taken from what has lately happen'd 
amongſt Us, to repreſent them as faaious, 
turbulent, or uncharitable, it is a very great 
Wrong to them, and the Author of ſuch 
Miſrepreſentation has it to anſwer for both 
ah Go 5 and _ ei- 


* ebenen e Glaser It is wel 
WRAY the Proteſtant Diſſenters have the 
greateſt Reverence for the Holy Scriptutes, 
= do „ for the Faith de. 
lirered 
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_ livered' therein; they deſice- to ſhine in that 
Holineſs, without . which ne. Man con ſee the 
Lord, and to follow thoſe Things which make for 
Peace. If I know any thing of the Diſſenters, 
Miniſters and People, they are Men really in 
love both with the Religion and Temper of 

Jssus, and have a godly Zeal both for. 
Want of Charity, may, I acknowledge, be 
too juſtiy charged upon here and there a Man 
in all Bodies of People, and ſo in Ours; but 
no otherwiſe at all. The Proteſtant Diſſen- 
by Inclination and Principle, the Quiet of che 
Land; nor are any People more Friendly, 
more Publick-ſpirited, and Good natur d in 


the whole Iſland. And may they always 
to be quiet, and to do 1 own Buſineſs ; 
and if it be poſſible, and as much as in chem. 


? ihe to live peaceably with all Men. 


Son e Sparks of that Controverfit Fire 
which was ſome time ago kindled among 
great Divines of the Eftabliſh'd Church, have 
indeed fal'n among the Diſſenters, and unhap- 
pily rais d ſome Heats amongſt them, tho the 
Sensrality, I hope, are calm, and peacefully 
— 2 upon thoſe who Le 0 
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Charity; but upon them the Fire has hither-' 
to had no Power, nor has it = or e. d 
them. 


I Own indeed, the Exeter Controverſy. 
has been in ſome Meaſure remov'd to Lon- 
don, and thro'-Ill-management and Want of 
Temper, has been the Occaſiou of ſome De- 


' bate and Contention among the Diſſenting 


Miniſters there. Theſe Men you know, e- 
ſpecially the Presbyterian and Congregati- 
onal Miniſters ; the reſt are very much Stran- 
gers both to you and to me. Your Surprize 
at what has happen'd among them, ſhews 
that you expected no ' ſuch thing. They 
are, I believe from my Heart, a Body of as 
Serious, Good-remper'd, Faithful, Uſeful Mi- 
niſters as any in the Chriſtian World; Men 
of ſolid Learning, as well as exemplary Piety, 
whom God has own'd and bleſs'd viſibly and 
eminently, and who have liv'd for now about 
Twenty Years together in the greateſt Har- 
mony, Peace, and Love that could be deſir'd. 


Ras u, and unhappy Hand (fay 1) that 
broke the Band of Peace which held them 
together. Rather than I would have ſown 


ſuch Diſcord among ſuch Brethren, I would 


live ſaid, Let my Tongue cleave to the 
"pF Roof 
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Roof of my Mouth, and let my right Hand 
forget its Cunning. 'Do we'ponſider the W6 
denounced” againſt that Man by whom Of. 
fences come: God of his Infinite Mercy re- 
unite our divided Minifters, and give 'Wiſ- 
dom to fome ot other among Us to jodge be- 
tween their Brethren. I have fer my own 
Part been a Witneſß to what has ;paſs'd of late 
among Us; and all Things conſider d, I can- 
not imagine, what ſhould hinder the London 
Miniſters being as much one as ever, and en- 
tring, as before, into all Brotherly Freedom 
and Confidence. , There has been Heat and 
Miſunderſtanding among Us, and ſome im- 
prudent Hand or other has betray'd what 
paſs d within Doors, and expos d our Weak- 
neſs to the World. Tis fit indeed that our 
Confuſion ſhould cover Us, but not that we 
ſhould appeal to the World one againſt an- 
other. Glad I am to find ſcandalous Pam» 
phelts diſowu d, and News- paper Repreſen 
tations condemn d. Remember, good Sirs, 
you are Brethren, reproach not one another, 
wound not Religion, take heed of your com- 
mon Chriſtianity, and be tender of the Re- 
one of another, as you would be of 

Life. The Deſign of this Paper, is Peace; 
and tho I know Mediators are alwsys 
thought to want | Zeal ; yet 1 ſhall not be 
diſcourag d 
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diſcourag d by that, nor by any thing that 
has hitherto kappen d amongſt Us; from at- 
tempting it, And, I ſay, in order to this, 
Le the Day that divided Us . forgotten, and 
let Darkneſs avid the Shadow of Death dwell u- | 
un it. Let all the Trunſactions of it be 'bu- 
ryd in perpetual Oblivion, only chis be re. 
member d, That the Loddon Miniſters met at 
Salters-Hall, and there divided: into Two 
Bodies. One Part choſe to fiſbleribe Articles 
of Pence, the other to declare cheir Faich In 
the Doctrine of che Tu Tv, as it is expreſid 
in che firſt Article of the Cburrb of England, 
and the 5th and 6th Propoſitions of the Afſem- 
blys Catechiſm, and to ſubſcribe thoſe Forms 
of Expreſſion, u What they jadg'd agreeable 
to the view ee ee 


OY 


An D nom Sit, l mee you ba 
as far as poſſible without Prejudice my 
thoughts of both, and endeavour to Argue 
the Matter wich the Subſcribers, and withthe 
Adviſers, and indeed Apologize for both. | 


Tus Brethren who ſign'd the Advices wane 
appretienſive of ſome. difturbance at Exeter, 
and could not tell how foon the ſame hears 
might ariſe in other parts of the Kingdom. 
They thoughtit would be very happy if = 
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could perſuade their Friends and Brethrets, 
not to enter into Dodrinal Controverſies, 
eſpecially at this timè of Day, when the Diſ- 
ſenting Intereſt: had felt ſome of the benign 
Influences: of the Preſent GovesxxnenT, and 
when it ſo much became Us to continue firm, 
and united, peaceful and friendly, dutiful and 
grateful. The Controverſy at Exeter was about 
the Doctrine of tlie TMNT, and the Mini- 
ſters there, were in the Eye of the Adviſers, 
and being Men ſo truly valuable, and of ſo 
much Piety arid Worth, they were very loth 
any Indignity ſhould be offer d to them. The 
Flame kindled there, they were very willing to 
extinguiſh; and at the ſame time to prevent its 
breaking out any where Elſe. The: Advices | 
before them, they conceiv'd, with ſome Alte- 
rations and Amendments,might be a good Ex- 
pedient-to'this Purpoſe 3 and hereupon call'd 
rogether the whole Body of London Minilters 
(not excluding any Country Bretliren who 
were iti Town, or any Candidates for the 
Miniſtry who had been examin d and approv- 
ed) both to adviſe what Amendments and Alte- 
rations were. proper to be made, and to give 
greater Weight to ſuch Advices as ſhould be 
agreed on among them. It was the viſible De- 
ſign of thoſe Brethren to keep every Article of 
Faith our of the Caſe, and to bring nothing 
B Doctrinal 
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Dodrinil into their Coſiferatioh. They wers 
conſulting Terms of Peace, and not Matters 
of Faith. Thoſe things they profeſs'd to leave 
juſt where they were before, neither aſſerting 
nor denying, neither confirming nor yielding 
up one Point of the Faith receiv'd among 
Chriſtians, nor another. Here indeed began 
the unhappy Diviſion which is now gone to 
ſo. great a length amongſt Us. Some thought 
the Truth perfectly ſecure tho' they ſhould 
let it alone, and agree to the Articles of Ad- 
vice juſt as they now ſtand. Others thought 
it abſolutely neceſſary to expreſs. their Senſe 
of the Doctrine which is ſo much controver- 
ted amongſt us at this time. And this, Sir, 
and this PG; al ET was the De- 
bate. ien 


Tr HE Queſtion e which was car- 
ried; Febr#24. by 57 to 53, was not who was 
for, and who againſt the Doctrine of the 
Txinity, or Which was the beſt Form of 
Words in which to expreſs their Senſe of this 
Doctrine; but whether it was expedient. to 
expreſs our Senſe of that Doctrine in thoſe 
Articles, yea, or no. The Reflections there- 
fore without- doors, upon the Brethren who 
gave their Voice againſt declaring their 
Senſe of this Doctrine in thoſe Articles, as if 

they 


Faith, chat they are ſound Trinitariams, and 


ad. 

they were eArians,' as if they voted down 
the Doctrine of the Txinity, or were the 
Diſciples of Dr. Cl, G. were taken ill, 
and the more ſo, becauſe many had declar'd 
chemſelves upon the Spot as much Trinita- 
rians as any others either ever had, or ever 
could do, becauſe nothing of that kind was 
implied in the Queſtion: And becauſe thb 
Queſtion was upon the Point of Expediency, 

or Inexpediency as to Declaration, and nd at 
all upon the Point of believing or disbeliev- 
ing the Doctrine itſelf. And here I muſt for 
my on part profeſs I know it of many, and 
I believe it of the reſt who ſubſcrib'd the 
Advices, and did not ſubſcribe the Articles of 


have ;the very ſame Sentiments of this Do- 
Arias — the Brechren on the ocher de,” 
pogo Het 

- ＋ * Deciſion df the Quotttleonttaiie 
that Days Work, and the next Week they met 
again in "Comewhat greater Numbers,” expe 
Qing to go on with kde Articles, but wettth- 
tertüpted by a freſh Deman@ upon them, to 
declare their Senſe ef che Doctrine of the 
TrixtY ;*ſome Detlaration many profeſ/a' 
__ deſirous to make, but not chen; 

f the Day Was to proceed vpon 
ae A : This they inſiſted on, and the 
bats 

B 2 Decla- 
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Dechration then immediately being refus'd, 


or at leaſt not granted, the Miniſters divided 


into two Bodies, ſome going up into the 
Gallery to Subſeribe the above mention'd 
Articles of Faith, the reſt ſtaying below to 
ty So nee 2 — of Advice. 471 


A s to 10 Medes! * ſaberib d the 
Articles. of Faith (without anſwering for e- 
very particular Man) it muſt be ſaid for 
them, That they did it out of tenderneſs for 
chat Sacted Fundamental Doctrine of the 
TäIxIrr. They conceivd, that a total Silence 
upon this bead would have been interpreted, 
at leaſt by ſuch as knew not the true State of 
the Caſe, if not, as a denial, yet greatly to 
the prejudice. of that i import Truth. For, 
altho . ſome. partigular: Perſons among the 
Non-Subſcribing Brethren did intimate their 
Opinion, that ſome Declaration ſhould be 
made; and we; have: ſcen ſince that they have 
declar d themſelves, yet hitherto it muſb be. 
obſery'd, it was mpt known. either what that 
Declaration would be, or whether . there, 
Vogl, de any ar all, They, were, told, chat, 
the Town and Country erpected a, Declarar 


> That the Favourers of the; preſent 
Nore Notions, 2 2 994 London; 3 
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were generally inclin d to think the fame 
way with them, and therefore they found 
themſelves neceſſitated to rowl away that 
Reproach, as: well as to vindicate an impor- 
tant Truth. Nay they conceiv'd, that Ad- 
vices. the moſt peaceful would have the more 
Weight whenever they went; for being ſent 
by ſuch Miniſters as expreſsd themſelves 
clearly and fully upon this Head, and they 
could neitheb ſãtisfy their Conſciences, nor 
their Friends, without ſpeaking out on this 
Occafion. And therefore a Breach of Order, 
tho it were objected to them, was in their / 
Opinion, of fat leſs Conſequence than a to- 
tal Silence; if the one was criminal, the 
other they conceivꝰ d would be more ſo; and, 
that; een an abrupt breaking offi from their 
Brethren, wasjuftify!diby the:extream Neceſſi- 
ty to which they ĩmagin d ithemſelves reduo d; 
had they been eas d of their Fears as to a 
Declaration, there had been no ſuch neceſſi 
ty, but theſe remaining they could not but 
ſd; apprehend the Cale, tho! ſome think they 
ſpauld have ſtaideillthey. had found it final - 
ly.refs'd; I am inclin d to think, that the 
Quettion, which was carried ge Week before, 
being ſo much ichout-doors, 
waz alſo a Mative to the Subſeription now 
ne Cannot. but think it "A 
oth tter 
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better that Queſtion had 1 carried the o- 
ther Way, or elſe that it had never been put 
at all. Well! hereupon it was that Sixty 
Miniſters ſign'd the Declaration prepatrd and 
brought for this Purpoſe, which ſhould, I 
think have been done with more Temper by 
the Subſcribers, and not have been ſo Mi ew 
ken by the Adviſers, 28 - 22: 2 

Tos true \indeod, the: de Miniſters ; 
were not call'd together. to vindicate the 
Doctrine of the TRINIT I but to conſider 
of a Paper ſent them by ſeveral worthy Gen- 
tlemen in their Intereſt, and their Buſineſs 
ſtrictly and properly, was, Whether they 
would receive it, or reject it? If the latter, 
there was an End of the Matter; if the for- 
mer, they were to conſult what it was fit to 
add, alter, or amend in it, and then to paſe 
it. But then it muſt be remember'd here, 
the Doctrine now controverted came into 
Conſideration naturally, I may ſay, neceſſa · 
rily, and even unavoidably. The Eye of 
thoſe who ſent the Paper was upon Exeter, 
and every Body knew what was doing there. 
The main Article of the Paper fix d every 
One's Eye upotMhe new Scheme of Divinity 
taught by Dr. C-— ; and therefore many 
„ . tender of their Brethren 
— whg 
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who differ in Opinion from them, could nos 
ſubſcribe what they . conceiv'd would be in- 
terpreted at leaſt as favourable to ſuch Opi- 
nions. I own, indeed, the Articles of Ad- 
vice, and particularly the Fourth, has not in 
icſelf any thing Doctrinal, and perhaps at 
another time would have been unexception- 
able to all of Us; but Circumſtances alter 
Things exceedingly, and all muſt be allow d 
to ſee, and judge for themſelves. Who knows 
not the Error of the preſent Time, and how 
nice, and critical a Juncture it is with the 
Church of Chriſt? We can truly ſay, we 
are, all for Peace, and the Words, Liberty, 
Charity, and mutual Forbearance, Are as 
dear to Us the Subſcribers, as to the Non-ſub- 
ſcribing Brethren. But we know there are in 
this Age, atleaſt we ſo apprehend, ſuch Per- 
ſans as believe and teach very bad Do- 
Arine. . That which comes upon Enquiry, 
to no leſs than this; That there are Two 
Gods, One Supream and Unoriginated, the 
other Subordinate and Inferior. Theſe No- 
veliſts conceal themſelves under the plain and 
expreſs Declarations of Scripture, and cry 
down humane Forms as a burdenſome Impo- 
ſition, that they may lie the more obſcure, 
and leſs expos'd to View. It appear'd there- 
fore to the Subſcribing Brethren, that either 
| they 
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they muſt declare themſelves in fome Words 
of humane Compoſure, or elſe that they muſt 
be interpretatively and confequentially at 
teat, Approvers of this Doctrine. Theſe 
Miniſters therefore were under a very great 
Hardſhip ; they were heartily ſorry to divide 
from ſo many dear, and worthy Brethren, 
who had other Thoughts of this Matter, they 
were griev'd to think they ſhould be repre- 
ſented to the World, as not thinking ſo ho- 
nourably of ſacred Scripture, as they really 
do; or that it ſhould ever be ſaid of them, 
that. they liked any Words better than the 
Words of Scripture, eſpecially in ſpeaking of a 
Matter of pure Revelation, and they were 
even in Diſtreſs to think that what they had 
done, ſhould be calld and accounted a grie- 
vous, and intolerable Impoſition upon theit 
Brethren. But they hope the World will be 
ſo favourable as to acquit them here, and 
that their Brethren will not impute to them a 
Charge they entirely diſclaim. 


As he Adviſers diſclaim Arianiſoe, and 
are, I verily believe, ſincere in doing ſo; fo 
do the [Subſcribers with the ſame Sthcerity 
diſclaim an impoſing Spirit. All of Us agree 
to reverence the Sacred Writings, and to ex- 
ale — in the World into their Place j 

and 
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and ſuch as ſhall think fit to expreſs themſelves 
upon the Subject now controverted in no o- 
ther Words but thoſe of Scripture only, will 
not be judg d Unſound merely ſor that; nor 
onght they to be ſo by any of Us: But 
ſince Errors and Oppoſitions to the common 
Faith of Chriſtians do abound, is it not wor- 
thy of ſerious Conſideration, what Chriſtians, 
and eſpecially Proteſtant Diſſenting Miniſters 
ſhould do to acquit themſelves ſrom the Im- 
putation of any of them, or to bear their Tefti- 
mony againſt them: And ſince among theſe 
Errors, thoſe in their own Nature, and at the 
preſent Time, are moſt conſiderable, which 
overthtow the uncreated Divinity of the Sox 
of Gor; and of the HoLy Gnosr, as compre - 
hended in the ſame Individual Derry with 
the Farusr. Should not the Proteſtant! Diſ- 
ſenters pay fo much Honour to the Son, and 
to the Spinir of God, as calmly, and, as far 
as may be, unanimouſly, to teſtify,; That now, 
after all they have ſeen written with ſo men 
Learning and Skill againſt the Divine, Un- 
_ ereated Dignity of thoſe Two Perſons, or In- 
tellective Agencies, they are diſſatisfy d with 
that Doftrine which places them among 
created: Beings; and perſuaded | of the Truth 
of that ancient one, which profeſſes them to 
W Eternal Eſſence in the 
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Unity of the ſame Undivided GopHEA D. 
It is allow'd, that Trinitarians have not al- 
ways accorded in the Account they have gi- 
ven of their Notions, or Explications of this 
ſublime Portion of Doctrine : It muſt be 

granted therefore, that they may. expreſs 
themſelves in Words very different from one 
another, and yet all mean the ſame Thing. 
Sound Trinitarians may not Chooſe to ex- 
-preſs themſelves . in the Words of the A.- 
tick of the Church of England, nor in thoſe 
of the Aſſembly : But let them not contend 
with thoſe who chooſe theſe; nor think 

[themſelves wrong'd, nor their | Brethren 
forward and impoſing. How do I by Sub- 


upon the Sacred Writings, or impoſe upon 
my Brethren? I chooſe this Form of Words, 
not for its own Sake, but becauſe I believe 
it to be the Senſe of Scripture; Tis what 
I truly believe, and heartily approve; As a 
: Miniſter, L am ſupposd to believe the one, 
having ſubſcrib'd it already; and to be- 
-lieve the other, having been taught it from 
my Youth up, and vontinuing to teach it in 
my Family. In Subſcribing this, J judge no 
Man who ſubſcribes it not; I leave every 
Brother to his oun Form of Expreſſion; and 
"if he chooſes à Scripture one, or one of his 
PR 4 <A 


ſcribing theſe Forms of Expreſſion, reflect 
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0 
own drawn out of Scripture, he is at Liberty 
as much as I. Does he contend for Liberty; 
ſo ds I: Will he undeiſtand Scripture for: 
himſelf ; ſo: will I. Does he declare againſt; 
any Man's Senſe of Scripture being impos'd 
upon him; ſo: do I. Neither of Us there- 
fore do any Wrong, that I can perceive, ei- 
ther to our Bibles, or to one another, or to 
the Proteſtant Principle of Liberty. Only 
let it be remembred here, for the Caution 
of bath Sides, That Perſons may be Hetero- 
dox under ſound Expreſſions, and Orthodox 
under —_—_ which are . and W e 
wo H 14 R lh 357 That the Miniſters 
nhl had ſubſcrid'd- the Advices, had Gil 
claim d Avie#iſ, and had” declar d their Be- 
lief of che true and proper Divinity of che 
Son of Gop, which they take to be clearly 
and fully reveal d in Soripture. I do believe 
them, and I did believe it of them before this 
Declaration was made. I could have wiſh'd 
indeed, they had thouglit fit to have gone 
ſomewhat farther, and been more expreſs; 
but if they think this ſufficient, I acquielſce, 
Let them however bear with thoſe who 
chooſe do go ſome what farther, and ſay what 
more they think needful, and be ſo good as 
to believe it is not ſaid to reflect any Sufpicion 
N C 2 on 


on them, or to inſinuate any: Jealouſy 
concerning them. Unreaſonable Reflections 
upon any Brother, I loath, avoid, and de- 
reſt, I hope never to be ſo unworthy a 


Creature, as to ſtab and wound the Reputa- 
tion of any Faithful Miniſter of Jzsvs 
Cuxisr. And, oh! let every Man lay 
his Hand upon his Heart, and poſſeſs him- 
ſelf wich a juſt Senſe of the Evil: of this. 
Upon the Whole, The Impoſition which 
Chriſtians, and particularly Proteſtants, and 
more eſpecially Diſſenting Proteſtants are 
wont to complain, of, is, 1. When Articles 
untrue and unſound, or Actions unlawful, 
are inforc'd and urg d by Secular Laws and 
Penal Sanctions; Or, 2. When Things are 
made neceſſary to Chriſtian Communion, 
which our Lord Himſelf never made ſo, 


Now, if the Subſcribers of the Articles 
of Faith, can be prov'd to have dealt thus 
with their None ſubſeribing Brethren; theg 
indeed, they were guilty of Impoſition, and a 


Preach of due Liberty: But if they dealt not, 
nor pretended to deal thus, then are they 
free from this Imputation, Let us look up- 
on the Subſcription, as we ought to do, that 
is, 25 2 er Act, choſen by thoſe 
por upon no Body : 
an 


enn. it, 


far as the 
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and if ĩt was fo, as I am ſure with teſpect to 
many it was; if it was made only for the 
Sake of an important Article of Faith, and to 
bear a Teſtimony againſt u dangerous, and, 
it is to be fear d a growing Error; if it was 
expected by the Town and Country, and 
what the Subſtribets could not farisfy their 
Conſciences to omit; if the Subſcribers, ſo 
y know: their own' Hearts, would 
not for the World uſe any other Methods to 
gain their Brethten to ſuch a Subſcription 
but Reaſon and Argument only; which all 
Parties allow, and which the Refuſers of- the 
Articles of Faith, practice, and have a Right 
to do ſo, as much as the other, if they agree 
to live with: thoſe who have chaſen not to 
ſubſcribe; in all Friendſhip and 6 
and to love them as Brethren, and by no 
means to break Communion with a ſingle 
Man, unleſs, and until he appears errone- 
ous or immoral; which is a Reaſon to both 
Sides equally: : Surely: this cannot either in 
the Sight of G od or Man, be accounted Im- 
poſition, or Breach of Chriſtin e. 


— this fats Ann an doch 
ſides ; What reaſon is there for Coldneſyapd 
Diſtance among the London Miniſters 2- How 
Rah and Invidious myſt it be for any ta pro- 
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naufice upon theſe! Brethren, and more ſe 
fot: them; 'to; pronounce upon one another. 
Away with terms of Reproach, ſay I, and 
let ĩt never be once nam d among us, that 
ſome are Etroneous, and others are Uncha- 
titable, merely for this Diviſion. The Two 
Bodies of Miniſters, the one in Subſcribing; 
and the other in Adviſing have done nothing 
inconſiſtent: With one another; and had there 
been a little more Prudence, and Temper, 
and Patience amongſt Us; and had it not 
deen for: the Way in which thoſe Advices 
which, the Noa - Subſcribing Brethren have 
given, came down to Us, and ſome Practi- 
es either real, ot ſuppos d, which. ſome of 
the worthy Senior Miniſters took notice 
of in ſome ſew of thoſe who handed 
theſe Advices to them, and reſented; there 
might have i been a due and juſt Compoſition 
of both together, our Meetings have ended 
in fraternul Union ànd Concord: We 
might at the ſame time have generouſly 
allerted the Cauſe of Liberty and Chari- 
ty, and yet have horn a proper Teſtimony 
againſt Error and Novelty. We might have 
opened our: Arms wide as the Goſpel of 
peace diveds ut to do, and yet habe faich - 
ſally warn out Flocks of unwholſome Feed 
_ 5 We might have * 
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ſelves honourably, done much to put à ſtop 
to the diffuſion of Error, and have 8 
ed one another in a generous and noble Stahl 
both for Truth and Peace; for the Chriſtian 
Faith, and Liberty together. Bur our Num- 
ber was too large, and our Forbearance too 
ſmall, too many Perſons, and ſorts of Per- 
ſons were call d together; ſome I fear came 
wich Suſpicion and Jealouſy of others, and 
chere was not all cthacFranknefs,and good Hu- 
- mour:amongſt Us as there ſhould have been, 
and us d to be, and which ſo well agrees to 
the Simplicity of the Goſpel. But it is now 
t00 late to mend what is-paſty unlels it be 
in our future Conduct; we are now known to 
the World under two Denominations, (vis) 
the Subſcribing, and the'- Nom-ſubſcribing 
Miniſters, but ſurely neicher of theſe ought 
to be eſteem d a Term of Reproach. 1 beg 
the Pardon and Patience of both ſides, 
while Ladd, as proper for us all to confi- 
der, That the Gop we ſerve isa GOD ef 
Order, and not of Confuſion. The Bleſſed 
Jesus, in whom we believe is the Prince 
of Peace. The Goſpel we preach; is the 
Goſpel of Peace. The purchaſed Spirit is 
a Spirit of Light, Putiey, and Love. Thie 
Wiſdom which comes down from above is 
Tins, Peaceable, Gentle, and eaſy to be in- 
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treated ; full of Charity and of good Fruits: 
We have one Lord, Faith, and Baptiſm, one 
Hope of Salvation ; are imbark'd in one 
common Intereſt now, and hope to be to- 
gether in one and che ſame State of Reſt and 
Peace, for ever: Surely therefore we ſhould 
love one another out of a pure Heart fervently. 
Let no Man make our Difference wider than 
it is, but every one ſtrive to bring us as near 
as poſſible to one another. I ſhould think this 
were an eaſy Matter; or at leaſt not ſo dif- 

ficule a one as ſome imagine. The Miniſters 
on both' ſides, ſince their Diviſion, are deep- 
ly ſenſible of che Evil of it. Moſt of Us 
think we had better never have met, if at 
laſt our Meeting muſt have a fatal Iſſue. But 
why may not Good come out of it at laſt? 
The Evil of our Diviſions it is too eaſy to 
ſee; many look upon them with bleeding 
Hearts, and Eyes full of 'Confuſjon : Our 
Enemies relate them with Pleaſure ; Our 
Friends with Anguiſh. Should they increafe 
or continue, Religion will be reproach'd- ; 
the Religious diſcourag'd, and the Erroneous 
hearten d. Some will be ſtagger'd in the 
Faith, and ſome perhaps will be overthown. 
Preaching will be diſcredited; all our Mini- 
ſtrations diſhonour d, and Sin, Sceptiſciſm, 
and Infidelicy' get Ground upon Us. > 
| ds 
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Hands will be weaken'd, and our Candidates 
too probably meditate a Revolt. The Town 
and Preſs will be made to ring with the 


Noiſe of our Animoſities ; and we ſhall be- 
come à By-word and a Reproach unto thoſe 
atound Us. Theſe Evils cannot but be ſeen 
by all of Us: The Miniſters on both Sides 
profeſs their Grief for what has happen d; 
Why may not chat Grief be a good Step 
towards a Re- union? Let our Sorrow for 
what is paſs'd iſſue in all mutual Condeſcen- 
tion, Humility, Meekneſs, Forgiveneſs and 
Love. I obteſt, and beſeech the Brethren; 
for the Love of God, and the Mercies of | 
our Lord JES us enter, as they would 
ſhew a true Concern for the Divine Glory, 
the Intereſt of Religion, and the Support of 
our Common Faith; as they would ſilence 
their Enemies, rejoyce the Hearts of theit 
Friends; do an Honour to the Goſpel, re- 
covet the Succeſs of their Miniſtry, and the 
Reputation of their Perſons, calm the Heat 
which is kindled in the City, and be a good 
Precedent and Pattern to the Country, that 
they would be pleas d to cultivate a mutual 


ppod Unylertianding. | 
Wnar follows might be an Expedient 


for Peace: And were but the heated Spirits 
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of Brethren offended, a little cool and calm, 
I cannot but think it might be univerſally re- 
ceiv'd and aſſented to, as Thope and believe 
as Things now are, it is the general Senſe of 
the London Miniſters, That they do not judge 
any Man, unſound in the Faith merely. for 
pot having ſignd the Articles of Do- 
&cine juſt at this time, which ſo many of 
the Brethren choſe to ſign, or for having 
ſign'd the Advices which the other Brethren 
have thought fit to ſend among their Friends: 
That we all heartily lament there has been 
ſuch Miſunderſtanding and Diſcord amongſt 
Us. We lament the Errors about the Diyine 
Nature, that are now adays diffus'd and. pro- 
pagated : But that the World may know we 
differ not really in Doctrine or Judgment con- 
cerning the Divine Taixrrr, we profeſs, that 
we believe, That the Fares, the Sox, and 
the Hory Gnosr, are the One, Eternal, 
Living, and True Gop: To whom be 
Glory and Dominion for ever. Amen: 
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"I Hh ſaws thoughts of Prig rigting the Ad- 
vices ſent by the Non-Subſcribing Brethren 
with this Letter, but am inform'd they are 
Printed by their Order: To them thereforę 4 


Ap 25 to the Article of the Church of 
Englend, and the Propoſitions of the Aſem- Y 
blies Catechiſm Subſcrib's by the other Mi- 
niſters. They are, or eaſily may be ſeen by 
every one who defires it. b 
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